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When eventually the land was raised above sea-level its
elevation was relatively slight, so that to-day the West Siberian
Lowland remains as the lowest section of the Russian Plain.,
with the exception of the depression around the shores of the
Caspian Sea. Its low level has prevented the occurrence of
any considerable amount of dissection due to river-action or
weathering, and it is one of the most extensive level areas of
the earth's surface. Towards the south-east it is continued
in the Turan Lowland, around the Aral Sea. This area was
part of the bed of the sea which extended westward and
embraced both the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea until the
end of the Tertiary period.

THE ANCIENT CRYSTALLINE   SHIELDS AND
ELEVATIONS 'IN THE ANCIENT PLATFORMS
It has been established that the thickness of sedimentary
deposits laid down upon .the ancient platforms reaches several
thousand feet, and it is clear that marine deposits of such a
thickness could only accumulate, without filling the sea basin,
if there was a simultaneous downfolding of the sea floor.
A cross-section of the East European Plain (see Fig. 3)
shows that there is in fac't an extensive downfolding of the
platform, and where the outer rim of the geosyncline reaches
the surface the outcrops of ancient crystalline rocks, exposed
or thinly covered by sedimentary deposits, are called 'shields.'
They are often considerably faulted and dislocated.
In the East European Plain two such formations are found:
(i) A portion of the Baltic Shield, in Karelia.
(a) The Podolsk-Azov Shield (see Fig. 4).
Similar outcrops occur along the southern edge of the
Central Siberian Plateau (see Fig. 2). They form mountainous
country extending to the north-east from Lake Baikal towards
the Okhotsk Sea.
Faulting in the Karelian Shield has had a considerable
effect upon the relief. The Gulf of Finland, the strait between